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May the Lord of all comfort be with you this  
Christmas and throughout the new year.

Tidings of Comfort and Joy



Hello from Stewart It is the strangest of times as the Coronavirus 
impacts on every aspect of our lives. For myself and for the congregation 
here in Jedburgh the initial plan of my arrival in early summer had to be 
postponed and the rearranged date of October seemed to make sense when 
we expected many things to be returning to some kind of normality.  Yet, 
now just as we begin to get settled into the manse everything has taken on a 
more restrictive tone.  I do not know what situation we will be in as you read 
this.

Arriving here to begin this journey with you has, of course, been affected by 
the situation.  [I explain a little more about Interim Ministry and Transition 
Ministry elsewhere in the magazine.]  The church opened for worship a few 
weeks before my arrival, so I have been able to lead short services with 
restricted numbers and am learning as we go along the best format for this.  
Certain permissions enabled me to meet individually at social distance 
with elders and a few others, in the manse, in a café, inside and outside 
church on Sunday even briefly, which means some of us could actually meet 
face to face.  But just as that got underway the advice to reduce personal 
encounters was being given, so all that has had to be curtailed.

We know the building of relationships depends on physical meeting, and 
relationship lies at the heart of life, be that as a family, in local community 
and of course the church.  And we all know the thing we have all struggled 
with most during Lockdown and the various stages since, has been the 
isolation from family and friends.  It has been difficult for us to accept that 
showing love for another is to avoid touching, shaking hands, and hugging.

So we require patience and care as we get to know one another as it will 
take a little longer than we imagined or desire. But we do so in the faith 
that not only is God with us, but that God will show us  new ways of being 
church as we emerge from it, help us discover creative gifts within us, and 
grant us the courage and grace we require to prepare to be his people in the 
‘new normal’ that we are entering.

With every blessing,  
Stewart McPherson



Who is our New Minister?
Stewart McPherson was raised 
in Ayrshire attending Cumnock 
Academy, lived for a time in Glasgow 
then returned to the coast where he 
worked among people with Learning 
Disabilities in both health care and 
social work.

On entering full-time ministry he 
moved East to Edinburgh where he 
became Parish Minister at St Colm’s Dalry for 12 years and then to 
Corstorphine Craigsbank Church for 15 years.  Following this he spent 
the past two years as Interim Minister at Carlops linked with Kirkurd & 
Newlands linked with St Andrew’s West Linton. 

He has served the church on various committees locally and nationally, 
including the Panel on Worship, Ecumenical Relations, and Deployment 
of Resources.  He has led Local Church Review Teams, supervised 
students, and served as Moderator of Edinburgh Presbytery.  He has 
a special interest in Ignatian Spirituality, Spiritual Direction, and is a 
practitioner mediator with Place for Hope. 

Oh, and he is also a long-suffering Kilmarnock supporter who remembers 
when, as a wee boy, they once won the league.

He is married to Marjory who is Clerk to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
with a son who left the police to return to university and study Law, a 
married daughter working with a legal firm in North Carolina USA, and 
a step-daughter teaching primary children in Fife who is due to marry in 
March (???) Stewart enjoys walking, cooking, music, theatre, and, being 
honest, sometimes simply lying on the sofa watching a good film.



What is an Interim Minister?
I am employed as an Interim Minister by the Church of Scotland, alongside 
6 colleagues which, as the title suggests, means we minister for an interim 
period with a congregation. These situations vary.  It can be where there has 
been a major life-changing event (perhaps the sudden death of a minister); 
where there is some internal conflict or difficulty; where people want someone 
to help them find a new sense of direction; or perhaps folk are just a bit lost 
and disheartened and the future seems uncertain. 

The length of time can vary in these placements but the important goal is to 
arrive at a place where the congregation and minister sense it is time to leave 
with the congregation more ready to call its own minister.  Some colleagues 
are employed in situations where the transition from what was to what will 
be is more identifiable with an acknowledgement of change and movement 
acknowledged as necessary.  

This is the part which can cause some anxiety as even the word ‘change’ 
can be scary and the word ‘transition’ a little risky.  But movement, change, 
and risk lie at the heart of the biblical story of the people of God as they left 
captivity, travelled 40 years in the wilderness and arrived home.  All this in 
the company of God. This is the story of Jesus’ journey engaging with the 
people he met, his struggles, and his dying and rising to new life.  This is our 
journey and although never easy, is always in the context and grounding of 
hope and the promise of rising to new life.

So there would be three things I would hope to engage with on my journey 
with you.

1. To acknowledge the past story of the church, give thanks for 
what has been a blessing, and come to terms with any lingering 
difficulty or hurt;

2. To discover and name our new identity for today;

3. To shape a vision for the future and how we plan the transition to 
get there.

We are beginning this journey in the strangest of times yet never more 
sure that the world will be different, and that a church for the future will be 
different to the church required for the past.  But that is ever the story of the 
people of God.



Book Review   Religion in a Hebridean Island - Tiree
This book was written by Rev Bob Higham, locum at Old & Trinity in its first 
year of existence, 2007. The information was gathered over seventeen years 
when Bob was minister of this Inner Hebridean island and during later locum 
periods. Sadly, he died not long before its publication.

It is a substantial book in every 
way, but easy to handle and 
navigate, with very clear print.  
It might be called a dipper 
-- dip in to read your chosen 
sections. 

It is very comprehensive, 
starting with primitive religion  
and witchcraft before the 
advent of Christianity, then 
tracing the history of Scotland 
through Norsemen until the 
Reformation, Patronage and 
the post- Disruption times. All 
the religious denominations on 
the island are covered.  Funeral 
customs are dealt with in one 
of the appendices. It is truly 
wide-ranging in its contents, 
and the details....

Di Higham has copies. Phone 
01289 302 392  £16 + £3 P & P

A possible Christmas present ?

Ken

Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give 
you. I do not give it as the world does .  Do not be worried and 
upset; do not be afraid.                                   John 14:27



Christmas 2020
The Cost of Christmas?

Isaiah 9:2/6/7 – The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light;  on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned ….  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders ….  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Jesus Christ is our Christmas gift from 
God, born to bring us hope, given to save 
us.  A gift given by the Lord Almighty – 
given with zeal; given at tremendous cost.

That cost was paid by many:

by Almighty God – the Trinity separated
by Jesus Christ – betrayed, scorned, 
tortured, killed
by Mary his mother – shamed, fearful, homeless, bereaved
by dozens of little boys – slaughtered on Herod’s command
by dozens of bereaved parents and families
by Joseph – torn from his family and work, fleeing to Egypt
by Zechariah – blinded for a year, that he might know the glory and will of 
the Lord God

It wasn’t an easy gift.  It was a fight to bring Christ into the deep darkness 
of the world.  It was a struggle to carry his message of salvation and light 
around the world.  That struggle eventually established Christianity as a 
part of government, of society, of culture – and society and culture now turn 
away from its “establishment” image. 



After 2000 years, we overlook that fight for Christmas; 
and instead we fight over the last Christmas present in 
the shop, the biggest turkey, the last packet of Brussels 
sprouts.  Does the great light which dawned 2,000 years 
ago still shine; or does the only visible light come from 
LED bulbs twinkling on pine trees and along guttering?  

The government of peace and salvation was laid on 
Christ’s shoulders.  But since his ascension Christ’s 
shoulders, his hands, feet, voice, are those of his 
disciples.  Us.  It’s our turn now to fight to bring Christ into Christmas.  By 
our prayers, by our caring; by our speaking, by our listening; by our gifts 
of time, of action; by our standing up for the oppressed and the poor; by 
our standing down in humility for the good of others; by our overt joy at 
knowing him in our everyday lives.

We’re called to be light to the world, 
in Christ’s name; to reflect his love, 
his light, his zeal, the wonder and joy 
of his birth.  Let’s really celebrate 
Jesus this Christmas; and not only at 
Christmas.  Let’s bring the light of 
Christ into every day – and into the 
everyday.

Lesley 



A Christmas Meditation

Our Father Father of us and Father of him
Who art in heaven Who came down from heaven and 

made his his dwelling among us;
Hallowed be thy Name We shall call him Jesus, which 

means Saviour;   Our souls glorify 
him;

Thy Kingdom come The world was made through 
him,  our ruler and shepherd,

Thy will be done on 
earth  as it is in heaven

Emmanuel, God with us,  who 
performs mighty deeds with his 
arm;

Give us this day our 
daily bread

Fill the hungry with good 
things  body and soul; for we do not 
live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from your mouth, 
O Lord;

Forgive us our debts  as 
we forgive our debtors

Lamb of God  who takes away the 
sin of the world may we delight in 
loving mercy  in forgiving from the 
heart

Lead us  not into 
temptation

Be our sign, our guiding star  So 
that we may walk in your paths

but deliver us from evil Your salvation is on the way,  and 
your arm will bring justice to the 
nations

for thine is the 
Kingdom  the power 
and the glory forever

Lord God Almighty, Prince of 
Peace  Of the greatness of your 
government and peace there will be 
no end

Amen Hallelujah – Amen!



2021 – A New Year, in Interesting Times
It is said that a Chinese curse is “May you live in interesting times”.

Writing in November is an act 
of optimism that by the time this 
newsletter is published we’ll still 
be meeting in church for worship, 
that we’ll still be here to read it ….. 
and that readers and all those dear 
to them will still be safe and well 
into the new year of 2021.

2020 has been probably the oddest year in any of our lives.  As we move into 
2021, Covid will remain a threat to our health and way of living and the full 
impact of Brexit will have become reality from the 1st of January.  Much 
will change; to what effect, we know not.  The only thing that is clear, is that 
communities and nations are divided about how to respond to events and 
how best to address the difficulties which face us.

81 years ago, in December 1939, King George VI put particular thought 
into preparing for his Christmas speech.  War with Nazi Germany had been 
declared just 3 months previously.  It was unclear what was ahead, how long 
it would last, how many people would die or have their lives irrevocably 
changed.  The Queen suggested a poem written 30 years earlier by Minnie 
Louise Haskins, a Congregational Sunday School teacher and Methodist 
missionary, and King George used it to begin his broadcast.  It is entitled 
“God Knows”, and includes these lines:

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.”

And he replied:

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the 
Hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a 
known way.”

So heart be still, what needs our little life, our human life to know.



If God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife of things both high and low, 
God hideth His intention.
God knows.  His will is best ……

God is the light by which we may tread safely into the unknown of 2021.  
His will is best.

Lesley

Lord may we remember this Christmas
Your love for all
So that we are not afraid or distressed
by our circumstances

May we remember that you can 
give us strength in difficult times
and that we can trust that
you love us always

Psalm 119:105 –  
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
John 1:5 –  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.



News
Kirk Session
The main points from the recent Kirk Session were as follows:-
• Finance - less money coming in because of lockdown, having to take 

money from investments 
• Property - Manse upgrade finished/new regulations on fire alarms 

mean more to be fitted in Manse and hall/Fire Safety checks on church 
completed, very little needs to be done 

• Food Bank busy, more volunteers needed. Key safe to be fitted outside 
Kenmore Hall 

• Hall - risk assessment to be carried out in January for worship services 
• Safeguarding - need to appoint Safeguarding Officer 
• Transition Ministry - congregation needs to consider our vision for the 

future. To meet by zoom before Christmas 
• Worship - to consider what we do in the future 
• Christmas - not sure what we will be allowed to do, possibility of 

Christmas eve carols. Christmas day service at 10.30 am and usual Sunday 
service 

• COVID guidance received from 121 based on Scottish Government 
requirements to be communicated to the congregation 

Registering for Services
We are only allowed a maximum of 50 people in church for a service.  We 
may ask you to “book ahead” for services that might be popular. Watch the 
advertisements in the local paper for a request to contact John, our session 
clerk, for Christmas Day or December 27th.  (Contact details on the back 
page)

Foodbank update
Since March this year we have given out 385 parcels which have helped 625 
adults and 309 children through this difficult time. A big thank you to all 
who have given goods or money to help us in this busy period.  Please pray 
that all our volunteers stay Covid free and can keep going.



Remembering Averil Inglis
Averil Inglis was a lovely person, humble and unassuming but a loyal and 
hands-on member of the Church. She was an Elder at Trinity and, after the 
union,  continued as a member of Session until the end of her life.  She held 
office in the Guild at local and presbyterial level, including as Treasurer of 
Jedburgh-East Presbyterial Council and Guild representative for Projects. 

Her faith was strong and deep-rooted. Averil was a regular and welcome 
member of the Bible Study which met locally in a home and of the ecumenical 
Lent Bible studies. Well versed in her Scripture and Faith, she was always 
surprised and very pleased to learn something new or consider something she 
knew from a different perspective. 

A faithful member of the Guild all her days in Jedburgh, in 2010 she travelled 
to Israel and Palestine with the Interfaith Support Israel/Palestine Project 
(under the aegis of the Kirk’s World Mission Council).  On her return Averil 
gave impassioned presentations about the work which she had seen there.  
This Project was part of the Guild’s Strategy “What does the Lord require of 
you?”, based on Micah 6:8 – And what does the Lord require of you?  To act 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.



Averil had wide interests and the energy to see them through. A keen walker, 
she could chalk up the miles in rough terrain, even in her 80s.  Curling at 
Kelso Ice Rink was another of her interests. Lectures at Elm Row Centre 
through U3A were on her agenda.  Averil was a highly skilled craftsperson 
producing excellent pieces of woodwork which she sold on behalf of charities 
as well as some superb examples of needlework and beautiful shepherd’s 
crooks.

Avril appreciated all of God’s creation, and was deeply knowledgeable about 
nature, leading workshops on various topics. She had a large fish tank, looked 
after her fish well and knew about bumble-bees and dragonflies in detail.   She 
loved animals, and they loved and trusted her. She delighted in the company 
of her dogs, in walking them near her home and in watching the birds and the 
otters around the river there.

One of her long-term animal friends, a terrapin 
named Terry, liked to come up to sit on Averil’s 
knee for a cuddle; Averil and Terry would be 
surrounded by a crowd of animals and birds.   
A visit to her home felt like one would imagine 
a visit to St Francis of Assisi’s might be.  Like 
St Francis, Averil’s faith in God did indeed 
make her a channel of His peace.

For ten years Averil went to Iona where she shared her considerable 
knowledge of nature with others, showing them birds they would not 
otherwise have seen.  The beaches were her pleasure.   

Averil had a lovely sense of humour. We once shared a giggle at her hanging 
of a head of giant hogweed in her greenhouse.  It was suspended over paper 
upon which she was collecting the seed; a craft project was in progress. I 
couldn’t think of anyone else who would give an inch of space to that dreaded 
plant but Averil could see its beauty.

Averil was a woman of strength, who persevered 
through very difficult times in her life and instead of 
looking inward as many would, she was never happier 
than when she could do something for someone else.
We salute her memory, and give thanks for knowing her. 
Ken Fotheringham, Linda McMurray, Gerrie Fay, Lesley 
Donaldson and Sheila Sangster.

Averil donated this sculpture to the church when we 
created the Prayer Room in Abbey 3.



Keeping in Touch
During this current “dizzy strife of things” (see p10) when most of our 
church activities are on hold, we can still share in the life of the church in the 
following ways.  All are welcome!

Please send your e-mail address to Stewart so that you can receive occasional 
emails, updates and information from him.

Stewart says please feel welcome to get in touch by phone or by email
His contact details are on the back page of this newsletter.

Facebook
Our church has a Facebook page under the title Jedburgh Old & Trinity 
– Church of Scotland.  If you are on Facebook, search for Jedburgh Old & 
Trinity.  Stewart posts on it including Reflections on You-Tube from time to 
time, and there is regular input from the Church of Scotland page and the 
Moderator of the General Assembly.

Our facebook page could also be an instrument for members and friends of 
the congregation to post comments, questions, prayer requests for self or 
others, uplifting pictures and/or quotations; to have discussions by text; and to 
form face-to-face discussion groups.  These live groups could be used for, eg, 
Bible Studies, discussions of issues raised in the previous Sunday’s sermon, or 
just for general chat and informal fellowship. Please have a look at the page, 
interact with it, and let us know what you think, what you’d like to see on 
it, and what you’d like to use it for – either by using the Message facility on 
Facebook, or by e-mail to chris@lesleyd.f9.co.uk.

The Foodbank also has a Facebook page facebook.com/
JedburghChurchesFoodbank – search for Jedburgh Churches Foodbank.  This 
is updated with the items most needed on a monthly basis.

Chrissie Gardner



Jedburgh Old and Trinity Regular Meetings in 2020
At the moment the only meetings that we are permitted to hold  

inside the Church building or Hall are worship services.

Sunday Morning Service 11am Church building.

Tuesday Walking Group     1pm        Church car park

Christmas Services
25 December  Christmas Morning Service at Jedburgh Old and Trinity 10:30am

Church Register 
Funerals / Thanksgiving Services

Jan 2020 Mrs Betty Kinghorn

Feb 2020 Mrs Ellen McCraw
 Mrs Frances Minto

Mar 2020 Mr  Tommy Spence
 Mrs Betty Simpson

Apr 2020 Mr Stuart McPhail

Jul 2020 Mr Russell Lindsay
 Mrs Mamie Best
 Mrs Alison Bell

Aug 2020 Mrs Averil Inglis

Sep 2020 Mrs Sarah Dalglish

Nov 2020 Mrs Betty Simpson

God is our refuge and strength, a very   present help in trouble. 
Psalm 46:1



At the moment we are unable to hold the

The Celebration of
Holy Communion

We can not see what the future might hold but we hope  
there will be a communion service on Sunday 1st March

Interim Minister Stewart McPherson
 01835 867188
 07814 901429
 smcpherson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk John Sharratt
 01835 863902
 jsharratt47@gmail.com

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 
on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

Numbers 6 : 24-26

Next Newsletter...Items for the next newsletter need to be sent to  
Gerrie via gerrie.fay@cardolan.com by Sunday 27th January 2020

Footeprint  Design & Print  01835 862667


