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Jesus said “...God is the only Lord. You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with
all your mind and with all your strength… and you must love
others as much as your self.”

Mark 12: 29_3
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A Message from the Locum
Dear Friends,
I was part of a situation, when I was a baby, which I know many in the
congregation have also experienced! My mother took me in the pram to
go shopping. Several hours later she arrived back home laden with the
shopping and my dad gently asked, ‘Where’s Una?’ She had left me at
the butchers, whom luckily we knew well, and they looked after me until
a very red-faced mum arrived to take me home! I know that several of
you have had the same experience either as a new mum or baby.

How could she possibly forget me? (Don’t answer that!) Get home and
discover that I was not with her? Yet we do forget on occasions, for I am
sure that there are many reading this remembering the same event.
There are many reasons why we forget important things, we are too busy
with other things; we have a short attention span, we aren’t interested.
This is no surprise to God!
Mum forgot her baby and we are often the same in our relationship with
God. How can we forget the one who created us, loves us so completely,
who has redeemed us?
In Deuteronomy chapter 6 we read of some of the solutions offered by
God to those who forget him.

First know what really matters and keep your priorities straight. (Vv 4,5.)
Second take the Bible seriously. Become so familiar with it that it is a
part of what you think and feel and do. (V6)
Third talk about God to your children, family friends and neighbours,
and look for opportunities to tell them of God’s love. (V7)
Fourth write reminders to yourself and put them where they can be easily
seen. (Vv 8.9)
Fifth realise that your need of God is not limited to times of trouble or
stress. Enjoy with gratitude to the Giver, what you do have. (Vv10-11)
Sadly we can forget God and so must do whatever is needed to keep
him in front of us at all times. We are approaching another Lent and
Easter. The Church in its wisdom has laid out for us over the centuries
an approach to the greatest event to ever happen in the world, a time of
searching ourselves and of reminding ourselves how great is our need of
a Saviour.
Why not take some time with your Bible and in prayer to renew your
appreciation of all that God has done for you during this part of the
Church Year? Read again at your own pace the stories handed down
over the generations and are still as relevant as the day they happened.
We all forget things and we need to remind ourselves of exactly why
Lent and Easter are so important. May you know God’s presence and
love as you do.
May the God of peace fill your heart and bless you and those whom you love.
Your locum minister
Una Stewart
Send me out, Lord, in the
power of your Spirit,
Knowing I am loved.

Easter Prayer
Halleluia!
Jesus is risen!
He is risen indeed!
May this declaration
resound not only in these walls
but touch the lives
of all I meet
and forever be
the truth of which I speak.
Your love
once sown within a garden
tended for your own people,
neglected and rejected,
now spreads its sweet perfume
in this place
and wherever it is shown.
Halleluia!
Jesus is risen!
He is risen indeed!
From “Prayers for Easter” (faithandworship.com/JohnBirch.)

School Christmas Service 2020
This was the third time all Jedburgh school pupils were together for
the Christmas Service. A “congregation” of 5 to 17 year olds is quite a
challenge.
As the pupils arrived through the
front door, the Samba Band greeted
them with a rhythmic welcome,
which created a good atmosphere.
Rev Una led proceedings, and
was well supported throughout
by Grammar School pupils who knew when their turn had come. The
Christmas message was covered in three parts -- no room, the message
itself, and Christmas giving. The main address was about Kindness, and
again Una and two pupils contributed their thoughts.
The S3 choir made a good contribution to the musical side of the Service,
and all the Primary children sang together about Children in the World.
Everyone sang We Three Kings and On a Starry Night.
The Ceilidh Band played to round off the Service as the pupils left.

Kirk Christmas Services 2019
The Kirk had been prepared for Christmas
with the usual tree standing on the usual
spot and resplendent in its decorations at
the front. Linda sat by it as she conducted
elements of services. There was just room
above the top of the tree to see Una, if she
had chosen to stand in the pulpit. She did
not so choose because what she said during
services very much focused around the other
decorations and items standing on a table at
the front of the building. Una needed to be
able to pick those up and walk around the
church as she spoke.
Placed upon window sills, pew corners and
tables, even in the pew seats themselves,
were many different nativity tableaux, made
of varying materials and reminding us at
every turn of the gospel narratives concerning the birth of Jesus. The
scene which stood centrally upon the cross passage at the rear of the
sanctuary was this lovely knitted one, made we believe by the late Mrs
Noreen McKenzie about ten years ago.

Even a beautiful white flower display, reflecting the purity of Jesus,
contained some nativity figurines. Again and again, the birth of our
Saviour was brought to our attention; this was a 3D celebration of ‘the
real meaning of Christmas.’ Wherever we turned, we couldn’t get away
from Him.
Over the Christmas services, we considered different elements of the
Nativity story and the truths they hold for us. The baby: born for the
world, as represented by a box with maps of the continents upon it. Una
encouraged us to imagine a precious baby in the box as she opened it up
and mimed the holding of a child. Born for us, as represented too by a
cradle -with cloth strips in the pews for us to bring and place as ‘cloths
for the cradle.’ A candle was lit to remind us that He is ‘The Light of
the World’ shining in the darkness. We took home candles to place on
our celebratory feast tables to keep the Light of the World in mind in our
homes and hearts.
By the time we reached our Lessons and Carols service, we should really
have taken on board the nature of what we were celebrating. Sometimes,
in all the busyness of the things we feel we must do at this time of year,
we lose sight of these truths or leave them behind at the outer door of the
Kirk; hopefully not this year. Thank you Una and Linda.

I Will Sing a Song of Love
Chorus:
I will sing a song of love
to the one who first loved me,
and I’ll sing it as a child of God,
who is named and known and free.
For the love of God is good,
it is broad and deep and long:
and above all else that matters,
God is worthy of my song.

And I will not sing alone
but with earth and sky and sea,
for creation raised its voice
well in advance of me.

And I’ll sing with every soul.
Every language, every race,
which proclaims this world is good,
for God has blessed this place.

And I’ll sing for what is right
and against all that is wrong,
because God is never neutral
who inspires my song.

As I bring to God my joy,
so I’ll bring to God my pain,
for there is no hurt which God
requires me to retain.

While my life on earth still runs,
may my song to God be given,
till through grace I join the harmony
of all in heaven.

©WGRG, From I will Not Sing Alone
John L Bell, www.ionabooks.com

A Pig in a Poke
Not another new Interim Moderator?
Who is this new body who has appeared on the scene?
My grandmother would look suspiciously at some unknown thing and
say “It’ll be a pig in a poke”, so we’ll start with her.
Born and brought up in Morebattle she was a huge part of my life. We
lived next door and I could speak to her through my bedroom wall!
We spent endless hours together ‘going for a walk’ or taking tea with
her friends. She taught me all about the Borderlands, from the name of
every leaf and flower to all the old poetry and ballads.
I was born in Kelso Cottage Hospital and lived mostly in Morebattle,
with a brief spell in Hawick. The few years in Hawick captivated me
and I have a deep love for that place. My heart still soars on a visit
there!
School was at Morebattle Primary and then Kelso High. We moved to
Cranshaws and my school days were finished at the Berwickshire High
School in Duns.
From the age of 14, I felt called to be a minister. The wonderful Rev Joe
Brown was minister in Morebattle and was not only an inspiration but a
constant help and support.
I studied for my BD in Christ’s College in Aberdeen University and
did my post graduate degree in Trinity College, Glasgow. These were
marvellous years and I was blessed with some first rate lecturers,
leaders in their field: Howard Marshall, New Testament; JB Torrance,
Systematic Theology; Henry Sefton, Church History and the wonderful
Alan Main, Practical Theology. Six glorious years.
My 18 month Probationary Period was with the Very Rev John Miller,
in Castlemilk. If there is anything good in my way of doing ministry, I
owe it to these two men. They were extraordinary. Giants among men.
Men of God.
For the next over 20 years of my ministry, from Ordination up to the
present day, I have worked in cities, towns and villages and everywhere
have met people working hard to be salt and light in their communities.

I have been blessed to walk alongside these folks through the happy
and the sad places of their lives, the ordinary and the extraordinary
places too and that has been an enormous privilege.
Along the way, I have married and been surprised by four wild and
unruly children! Husband Damon, children: Ellie; Hamish; Toby and
Oscar.
I worked for ten wonderful years in Oxnam, as a locum and did a fair
bit of visiting in and around Jedburgh. My children grew up and I
then had to make the difficult decision to leave Oxnam and moved into
Kelso, where I am now minister of Kelso North and Ednam Parish
Church.
Thankfully with Rev Una Stewart as your locum, you have a minister
looking after the heart and soul of the Parish and doing the weekly
ministry. My duties are largely taking the Session meetings and helping
Jedburgh Old and Trinity find a new minister. I will appear in the pulpit
sometimes and am happy to help in any way I can.
You can contact me on 01573 224248
Yours in Christ,
Rev Anna Rodwell

There are no prizes for identifying Anna in this photograph!
It was taken at the Highland Show and shows Anna with some of the
Principals from the Jedburgh and Kelso Festivals.

Following the symbols: Of Fish and Men 1
The Kirk Fish.
The Gospel narratives associate Jesus with fish. They state that Jesus’
disciples were fishermen who He instructed to follow Him and He
would make them ‘fishers of men.’ (Matthew 4:19) He used a fish to
provide Temple tax money for himself and Peter. (Matthew 17) He
fed crowds of hungry people on fish when he was preaching to them.
(Matthew 14) He fed his disciples upon a catch of fish on the sea shore
just after His resurrection.( John 21)
You may have noticed that one of our kirk windows acts as a surround
for a sculpture. Perhaps you have wondered what it means and why
it is there. This fish sculpture came from Trinity Church when it was
amalgamated with Jedburgh Old and Edgerston.

Stained Glass window in Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, England

The sculpture was designed to be ‘an uncomplicated piece with strong
visual power. The symbol of Christ is set within the concave curve of
an ecclesiastic arch. The fish itself is carved from lime and gilded with
gold leaf and is five and a half inches long. The arch is of oak and the
base is of elm. Together they measure seventeen and a half inches by
thirteen inches.’ It was made by Nigel Bridges of St Boswells around
about 2008.
As we enter the building, the sculpture reminds us that Christ is the
head of the universal church, the head of the Kirk of Scotland and of
this local congregation. He is the one we come together to worship.
As we leave the building, the sculpture reminds us that Christ is the
one we serve in our families, neighbourhoods, Jedburgh town and the
wider world beyond the Kirk doors. He is the one we honour in our
ways of life.

The Guild
Christmas lunch
Twenty seven members were joined by Una, our
Locum Minister, for a lovely Christmas lunch at
the Cross Keys Inn, Denholm.

Host of Angels
To prepare people in the town, in the week
leading up to Christmas over five hundred
knitted angels were placed around the town
or handed out. They bore messages of
God’s love. All were delighted to be given
them and some folk were looking for one.
We hope the true meaning of Christmas
was felt though this gesture of the Church
and Guild.

Spring Afternoon Tea
This will be held on April 15th at 2pm in the Kenmore Hall when we
hope the new lift will be working.
Marie

Messy Church
“Just to let everyone know Messy Church is taking a break for a
few months to reflect on how best we should share our faith with
the next generation. Watch this space to keep abreast of our plans to
relaunch. As ever if you are concerned to reach out to our children and
grandchildren in any capacity please get in touch with Yvonne Sharratt.
We need story tellers, kitchen team, people who like crafts or just folk
to come along and support by their presence.”

Jedburgh Old and Trinity Regular Meetings in 2020
Sunday morning Service 11.00am Church building.
Tuesday Walking Group

1.00pm

Church car park.

Guild Wednesday

7.30pm

Kenmore Hall unless otherwise stated.

Wednesday Bible Study 2.00pm
		

First and third week of month.
Ardcraig, Blair Avenue.

Thursday Prayer Group

Prayer Room, Kenmore Hall.

7.30pm

Friday Messy Church
1 – 3pm Kenmore Hall main hall
for children		
(first Friday of the month)

For your diary
1st March

World Day of Prayer 2pm Jedburgh Old and Trinity

10th April

Good Friday Service 10:30am
Followed by Walk of Witness
Tenebrae dramatic service 7.00pm

12th April

Easter Sunday Service
Lent Bible Studies – See sign up sheet at back of churches.
Look and listen for times and venues

April 3rd

Lent lunch

Church Register
Thanksgiving Services
November
		

Mr Bruce Moffat
Mrs Alice Heatlie

December

Mrs Sheena Hogg

January

Mr Jimmy Munro

You are warmly invited to

The Celebration of
Holy Communion
Sunday 1st March, 11:00am

Jedburgh Old & Trinity Parish Church
Communion Retiring Offering for Tearfund

Session Clerk

John Sharratt
01835 862572

Interim Moderator

Rev Anna Rodwell
01573 224248 • anna.rodwell@googlemail.com

Locum

Rev Una Stewart
01573 219231 • revubs@virgin.net

Next Newsletter...Items for the next newsletter need to be sent to
Gerrie via gerrie.fay@cardolan.com by Sunday 26th April 2020.

